
A Look at Sustainable 
Agriculture in our County



1964 2022
# of 

Farms

Average Cropland 
per farm

Livestock

2,610

Manitowoc 
County

1092

120.7 Acres

% of the County 
being farmed

Ave. Value of land 
& buildings

83.6%

$24,848.00
($205.72/acre)

216 Acres

62.7%

$1,677,679.00
($7,751.00/acre)

110,000 dairy 
cattle

• Provides
5,105 jobs

• Generates
$1.5 billion in
economic
activity

• contributes
360 million to
county’s
income
annually

• pays $16.3
million in
taxes annually

Manitowoc Co. Agriculture 
generates:

47,415 dairy cattle



https://youtu.be/yUcQ6FNz7Tk?si=OMld6-lNlif8Yv56



Northeast Lakeshore TMDL

It starts with planning!



Nutrient 
Management Plan

Cover Crops & No-Till

Waterways

Buffers

Crop Rotations

Stacking Practices 
is Key!

to improve soil & 
water quality



• No-till farming, also known as zero tillage or direct drilling, is an
agricultural technique that involves growing crops or pasture without
disturbing the soil through tillage. Instead of tilling the soil before
planting, farmers use specialized equipment to create a channel just
spacious enough for seeds, minimizing soil disturbance.

Cover Crops

no-Till



Grassed Waterways & WASCBs







Harvestable 

Buffers





Wetland Restoration & Prairie strips
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TP Limit
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Thank you!

Director
Dave Wetenkamp

davidwetenkamp@manitowoccountywi.gov
920-683-4293

Resource Conservationist
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ericoppermann@manitowoccountywi.gov
920-683-4163




